
Raising Support 
Building your prayer and financial support team 

 
Raising support is about sharing the excitement of God’s call and the opportunity He has set 
before you, and giving others a chance to participate in God’s plan to reach the nations.  By 
raising support, we invite a network of people from within our spheres of influences to join us in 
being our prayer and financial support team.  Teams should develop a network of people who 
will be committed to praying for the team before, during, and after your trip because prayer is 
crucial for a mission trip.  When it comes to raising financial support, it is important to 
understand that people are giving to God and His work, and not to you personally.  Have a 
sense of purpose as you ask others to support you.  
 
Consider the following: 

● Why do you believe God is leading you to go on this mission trip? 
● What do you hope God will accomplish in your life and those around you as a result of 

this trip? 
● Do you have an expectant heart that people will want to give to be a part of what you are 

doing? 
● Can you accept that not everyone will want to give and that’s okay? 
● Do you trust that God will provide if it’s His will that you be part of this trip? 

○ *Sometimes God closes a door to serving at a particular time by not providing the 
necessary funds.  We need to also be open to that possibility.* 

 
One way to raise support is through support letters.  Support letters allow you to share about the 
mission trip, its purpose, and your role in it. 
 
Sample structure of a support letter: 

● Introduction: Share what God has been doing in your life recently. 
● Announcement: Tell them what God is calling the team to do.  Announce the trip or 

project and share the vision of how God will use the team. 
● Further details: Share more specifics about the trip. 
● Partnership: Express the need for others to help.  Focus on a sense of teamwork and 

partnership between the sender and the reader. 
● Make an Ask: State the total amount needed and ask them to consider giving towards 

that amount.  Let them know that any amount will be helpful. 
● Deadline: Indicate a deadline date of when the funds need to be given.  (Hint: Make the 

deadline in your letter at least 2 weeks before your final payment deadline) 
● Close: Thank them for considering partnering in this opportunity. 
● Your Signature: Handwritten 
● Keep the letter to 1 page.  The goal is to communicate clearly and briefly. 

 
One month after returning from your trip, send a thank you letter to everyone to whom you sent 
an initial support letter; even if they didn’t support you financially, they may have been 
supporting you prayerfully.  Share with them an update on your experiences, how the trip went, 
and how you and others were impacted. 


